The newsletter of the

Southampton Ancient Egypt Society

Issue 95:
February 2026

Welcome to our latest newsletter, Hotep 95. Many thanks to Glenn, Emily and Christine for their excellent
reviews of our last three talks. Our travel review this time is from Nick Tomlinson, reporting on his visit to
the Tutankhamun exhibition in Dorchester. As he says, sadly no photographs were allowed, so we have
provided some from the Tutankhamun galleries at the GEM. Our next issue will feature a more detailed
look at these galleries, so we’ve also popped a few photos from the 5000 or so items on display in this
edition as a taster of these ‘wonderful things’. See for a start the lovely duck on her nest and the faience
cup below, [things I've not seen before, (Sara)].

This newsletter also provides a summary of the SAES committee meeting from January 2026 and highlights
forthcoming talks. We are always looking for volunteers to review these talks, so please do feel free to
offer. All different styles are welcome; reviews do not have to be long or academic. We’re interested in
your take on the talk concerned [we can help source photographs to accompany any reviews we receive].

Finally, we have the solution to Sara’s Christmas Crossword, including the answer to the tricky 23 Across
clue!

As ever, we hope you enjoy this Hotep.

Happy reading, Sara and Pippa

Alabaster duck with her eggs Faience cup decorated with the name of a
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Meeting reviews
Saturday 15" November 2025

Review by Glenn Worthington

‘Disability, Eunuchism and the Use of Fictive Narrative in Ptolemaic-
Roman Egypt’ by Sonia Zakrzewski

In this talk Professor Zakrzewski looked at identity in ancient Egypt in
general and from her work at the Greco-Roman site of Quesna in the delta.

The talk began with the question what is identity? Some of the areas
Professor Zarkzewski considers as contributing to identity are gender, age,
ethnicity, food, status, kinship and (dis)ability. Also family; who is
considered family, who are considered kin, and how does that matter?

Statue that served as a domestic icon
New Kingdom, Amarna Period-
ca. 1353-1336 B.C.- MET Museum

She showed that the ancient Egyptians did not
just show the perfect body in their tomb scenes
or sculpture but were just as capable of
showing imperfect (to them) bodies as well.
There are examples of dwarfs, leg deformities
and blind people, specifically harpists. Even the
hieroglyph for old people was a stooped figure
with a staff. In the papyrus known as the
‘Instruction of Amenemope’ it says ‘do not jeer
at a blind man nor tease a dwarf. Neither
interfere with the condition of a cripple.” This
shows that they recognised all body types as

natural.
Seneb (left) with his wife Senetites The sarcophagus lid from
(right) and their children (below). the Late Period (713-332
Painted limestone. C. 2520B.C. BCE) belonged to a dancer
Egyptian Museum, JE 51280 Dejahir



Professor Zakrzewski used examples of Egyptian mummies to illustrate the types of dwarfing, physical
malformations such as scoliosis and disease. The survival of human remains has also provided evidence of
treatment and compassion for individuals who have suffered trauma. There are various surviving medical
papyri which give examples of treatments for trauma, gynaecological issues, rectal diseases, ophthalmic

issues and paediatric cases.

Edwin Smith Medical papyrus. C. 1600 B.C. New York
Academy of Medicine Rare Book Room.

Gardener from Tomb of Ipuy at Funerary stela of Roma, Ny
Beni Hasan, Met Museum Carlsberg, Glyptotek
30.4.115

Professor Zakrzewski used her work at Quesna, which is a Ptolemaic and Roman site in the Delta to the
north of Athribis, to illustrate health conditions in the population. The burials contained single and multiple
bodies of which some were an adult and child. One multiple burial contained three bodies all of which had
some type of medical condition. One had a curved spine (scoliosis), one had bony growths (osteophytosis)
and another the bone of the skull has areas that were spongy (porotic hyperostosis). In another burial was
the skeleton of a taller than average male teenager. Because of this and other anomalies it has been
suggested that they are either genetic or that the male had been castrated and so was a eunuch.
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This was a very interesting talk and the inclusion of results from recent excavations made it even more so.



Saturday 20" December 2025
Review by Emily Hale
Heidi Kopp-Junk, Excavations in Abydos: from the Scorpion King to Khasekhemui

In this lecture on Abydos, Heidi introduced us to some of the earlier Dynastic
burials at the site including that of Scorpion (Tomb U-J), Djer and Khasekhemuii,
showing us the tomb layouts and finds discovered in and around the tombs. Heidi
was part of the excavation team of the German Archaeological Institute led by
Professor Dr G Dreyer, and we also got to see pictures of the excavation team’s
house and more light-hearted activities such as roof top parties after a day’s hard

work at the site!

nga g
; ]
7} rwdh%lof 1]
)

Heidi began with an overview of finds gl T g
at the Predynastic part of Abydos in
an area called Friedhof U, just to the
north of the Early Dynastic tombs of
Djer, Peribsen and others as seen in
the map on the right.

Here were found many Predynastic
burials with occupants being buried
with pottery objects including a vase
with hippopotamus decoration
(including a baby hippo carried in its
mother), an ornate female figurine
with intricate hair detail and a
wonderful pot with figurines around
the top (which Heidi suggests as
being a dancing group) as seen here.
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Heidi then moved onto the tomb of Scorpion | (also known as Tomb U-J) dated to 3320 BC.

The tomb’s design and layout is thought to be like a house, as seen below, due to the passageways leading
between rooms, where living rooms and storage rooms were present. It was likely covered by a
superstructure, the house being to protect the deceased king from the outside world and tomb robbers.

Spercer. Al Early Egype. Londan 1993, fig. 31, See 25 well Hartung, L.: Bemerammgen zur Chronolegre
der Hegiehungen Agypicns s Sidkansan in spaipesdyeastischer Zeit, MIATK 3001994, 1145 Dreyer, G, Prrewer, (3. Das priidynastische: Kinigsgrah U end seing frilhesten Schriftreugnisse, Umm el-
(L5581, pl 38 : Chaab LAY =6, Mainz 1995, [y 5 -

Copyrights DAI Tomb interpreted as symbolizing the former house

Within this tomb were 700 vessels which could contain 4,500 litres of wine including those imported from
other countries (including Palestine) showing that international trade was being undertaken in this period.

A vast quantity of labels were found including 150 ivory labels and 200 vessel inscriptions, giving us insight
into the early stages of written language in Egypt — including the ability to ascertain the owner of the tomb

— King Scorpion. Some of the tags also included locational information of the origin of the product and
quantities.

Davies, V: Friedmann, i.: Unbekannies Agypien. Stuitgari 1999, 37
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Origin of writing: ivory labels and not inscriptions from the tomb of Pharoah Scorpion | with notes of
origin and control information.

Dreyer, G.: Umm el Qaab I. AV 86, Mainz 1998, 47, 85, 114-115, fig 33. 74-83b.



Despite the tomb being robbed some fascinating objects were found at the site
including a sceptre, game pieces, and an obsidian bowl in the shape of two hands
(including such detail as nails and wrinkles in the skin).

nbsldian bl
We then moved on to the Tomb of Djer, this tomb dating to the 1 Dynasty circa
2950 BC. This is a very large tomb with a main king’s chamber and 330 subsidiary
chambers of differing sizes.

Plan of Djer’s tomb Drreyer, G.o Lmm el Quah [ AV 86, ddaing 1993, pl. 41
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Also within the tomb a mummified hand was found, left behind by tomb robbers, wearing intricate beaded
bracelets now housed in the GEM.

Djer’s tomb also became known as
the tomb of Osiris, with the famous
Bed of Osiris (dated to the Second
Intermediate Period) found within
the tomb in an early excavation.
Several million pottery sherds are
scattered around the site from
worshippers leaving offerings at the
‘Tomb of Osiris’ from throughout
Dynastic history — leading to the
sites modern name ‘Umm el Qa’ab’
— Mother of Pots.




Lastly Heidi talked us through the Tomb of Khasekhemui, the last king of the 2" Dynasty dating to circa 2700 BC.
Seal impressions were found within the tomb of king Djoser who completed the burial of his predecessor. The
tomb has had three excavations by Amelineau in 1896-1897, Petrie in 1900-1901 and the German
Archaeological Institute from 1995-2002.

The tomb is now covered over with sand but below is a photo taken by Heidi during the excavation showing the
layout of the tomb, and the mats which were placed on the exposed walls to protect them from wind and sand.
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Khasekhemui’s tomb had three construction phases and included
over 60 chambers and corridors, with the king’s chamber slightly off
centre (shown in the middle of the floor plan).

As with Djer’s tomb some of the original white wall paint has
survived as seen in the below photo (with Heidi in the background!)

omb of Khasekhemui with
original white paint




The different construction phases can be seen as the central
part of Khasekhemui’s tomb is similar to that of the tomb of
Peribsen, his predecessor, as seen below, and from some of
the intermediate walls being without a composite structure.

It is thought that Khasekhemui’s tomb had a superstructure
as there is damage to some of the central walls that indicate Tomb of Peribsen. The ground plan corresponds to the
they could have been crushed due to a weighty load above it nucleus of the one of Khasekhemui

and from rocks found nearby the tomb. ;
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i Evidence of the construction phases: Intermediate

f walls without composite structure
i . : Engel, Eva-Maria, The royal tombs at Umm el-Qa‘ab, Archéo-Nil, 18 (2008), 30-41, fig. 7

Possible reconstruction of Khasekhemui’s tomb

A number of fascinating objects were found by the German Archaeological
Institute within the tomb, including an intact 72cm flint knife, a silver needle Silver needle inscribed With
with the inscribed name of Hor Aha (a king who ruled 300 years earlier than Hor Aha’s name
Khasekhemui), ornate ivory decoration (from a piece of furniture with the
design being like a palace facade) and stone vessels. Interestingly no objects
of foreign provenance were found within the tomb in contrast to the earlier
tomb of Scorpion which housed many of these objects, this could reflect the
political turmoil in Egypt after the recent reunification — the kings may have
adopted domestic policies (rather than focussing on international ones) or
that trade routes had yet to be reestablished.

Left: Flint knife

Right: Ivory furniture
decoration
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Heidi did a lot of work with her team on reconstructing

pottery vessels found at the site — a very difficult task with Haxlrand et el ti‘im :
each pot being assigned a square in the reconstruction oy 1 Ty
area, as to not get vessels mixed up. Heidi is pictured here -
with her pottery reconstruction team.

The team reconstructed wine jars (both small and large) K‘ =
a8

i

and beer jars amongst the pottery finds.

Left: Small Wine Jar
Right: ‘Last’ Beer Jug

Photos and drawings
© Heidi Képp

£ 40, Bieropl
Photo and drwwing Heidi Képp/ DAL

Heidi also gave us insight into the daily life of the excavation team as shown in the
photo on the left, including their excavation house and leisure activities (including
those rooftop parties with neighbouring expeditions!)

Lastly before Heidi finished the talk with a Christmassy song, she let us know of
her other musical material (being trained as a singer) for anyone wishing to get
hold of a last-minute Christmas gift.

The lecture ended in a Christmassy fashion, given its closeness in date to
Christmas, where Heidi gave us a lovely rendition of White Christmas.

Questions”? www.heidikoepp.de
kontakt@ heidikoepp.de

Fecitations of the ancient Egvptian &
Tove songs and modern love songs 85
(English, German, [talian) §=

Thanks to Heidi for allowing us to publish
the images from her slides.
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Saturday 10 January 2026, face to face at Itchen College
Review by Christine Buckett with additional photos by Pippa Dell
“The Earl and the Pharaoh” by Fiona, Countess of Carnarvon

The title of the meeting; “The Earl and the Pharaoh: From the Real Downton
Abbey to the Discovery of Tutankhamun” referred to the publication of the book
of the same name in 2022. Written by the Countess it tells the story of the George
Herbert, 5™ Earl of Carnarvon, the Earl of the title. Lady Carnarvon and her
husband, Geordie, the current Earl, who shares his name with his great-
grandfather, live at Highclere Castle. The ancestral home of the Earls of Carnarvon
| has 250-300 rooms and is probably best known as the location of “Downton
Abbey” in the TV series of that name. It stands on the site of Bronze Age and Iron
Age tumuli and records show that the site has been in use from at least 749 AD.

- The Countess is a best-selling author and historian, and an international speaker
using her talks to raise funds for charities in the UK and abroad. Working from
archives, letters and diaries she has been able to tell the story of the life, work and
death of the 5™ Earl of Carnarvon. Lady Carnarvon believes that without the driving
force of the 5™ Earl, the tomb of Tutankhamun would not have been discovered
and that the discovery has led to an increase in our knowledge of Ancient Egypt.
The Earl was an inveterate smoker, despite being an asthmatic. Howard Carter was

' a close friend who over time took to dressing like the Earl.

The Earl’s mother died when his sister Victoria was two weeks old. His father gave up his role in politics to
look after the family. He bought the Earl a camera which was to lead to a lifelong interest in photography.
The 4™ Earl remarried 5 years after the death of his first wife and they had two more children. The Earl
loved books. He went to Eton where he was good at maths. His main interests at college were sailing and
later horse racing (he later established a stud at Highclere). He was asked to leave Eton and was sent
travelling. The Earl was then sent to a crammer (a person or institution that prepares pupils for an
examination intensively over a short period of time). In the case of the Earl, the crammer was Bishop
Creighton, but despite his intensive tutoring, it was decided that he would not go to Oxford University, but
attend Cambridge University instead. However, he left after a year. It was during his time with Bishop
Creighton that the Earl took up smoking.

The Earl was a free spirit who loved travel. He was also a good pianist; at one time whilst on a trip to
Buenos Aires he stepped in to accompany an orchestra on the piano at the opera. He was a fluent French
speaker and spoke German, some Italian, Latin and Greek.

In 1895 the Earl married Almina, the alleged illegitimate daughter of the of millionaire banker Alfred de
Rothschild who provided a dowry of £500,000. The 6% Earl, Henry, was born in 1898 and a daughter,
Evelyn, was born in 1901.

The Earl was keen on cars and airplanes. He welcomed the earliest car drivers to Highclere and held a
French driving licence (the French were ahead in requiring driving licences). He was friends with Geoffrey
de Havilland and one of the first flights took place at Highclere in 1920. He also built a golf course.

The Earl was an enthusiastic amateur Egyptologist travelling to and spending winters in Egypt. He loved the
people of Egypt and applied for a concession from Maspero to dig in the Valley of the Nobles where he
employed Howard Carter (and helped him build Castle Carter). He took his camera, a Sinclair Una, with him,
taking numerous photographs recording the excavations. He stayed at the Winter Palace where he
welcomed the foremost Egyptologists.

10



The next year he excavated the Tomb of Teta-Ky, a Mayor of
Thebes. He was fascinated by the finds — everyday objects. The
5% Earl had found what he wanted to do with his life. He was
frequently ill but didn’t let it stop him. He had a bad car accident
in 1909 at Bad Schwalbach in Germany and during his long
convalescence he was always reading and planning a return to

Egypt.

He and Carter next carried out excavations in front of the temple
at Deir el Bahri. During the summer Highclere would be visited
by many Egyptologists including Budge, Newberry, Griffiths,
Breasted and Gardiner. The Earl excavated for five years at
Thebes and published the results in 1912. His next excavations
were in the Delta on a site surrounded by cobras!

Theodore Davis decided to give up his concession for the Valley
of the Kings believing that there was nothing left to be found but
The most beautiful object in the whole world the Earl and Carter thought there was one more tomb and the

fin my opini . Earl received the concession in 1914.

During WW1 Highclere became a hospital run by Lady Carnarvon
Photo © Pippa Dell whilst the Earl helped organise the Flying Corps and advised on
aerial photography. After the War the Earl returned to Egypt.

The Earl had a collection of Egyptian artefacts probably the biggest in the world at the time. He showed
them at Burlington and in the Metropolitan Museum in New York. In 1922 Egypt became a republic and it
was no longer possible to bring back artefacts unofficially; the Egyptian authorities were more vigilant and
no longer happy to allow private funding and operation of excavations.

Evidence for there being an undiscovered tomb in the Valley of the Kings was made all the more intriguing when
the above small pieces of gold were found. They are likely to be pieces stripped from a chariot or harness, and
show King Tutankhamun, his wife Ankhesenamun and King Ay.

11



On 6 November 1922 Howard Carter sent the Earl a telegram bringing the news of the discovery of
Tutankhamun’s tomb. The Earl returned to Egypt with his daughter, Evelyn and was there to take the first
photographs of the tomb (Burton did not arrive until 16™ December 1922). Many of the Earl’s notebooks
and photographs were never seen until the Countess unearthed them.

There was no one to pay for the conservation of the tomb and its contents, so the Earl agreed a deal with
The Times for publication, and the official opening of the burial chamber took place 16" February 1923.

The Earl suffered a mosquito bite and died at the Continental Hotel in Cairo on 5" April 1923. It is said that
his dog, Susie, who was normally with him but had not travelled to Egypt that time, died at the same time.
The Earl was buried at Highclere near the Iron Age fort.

The Earl of Carnarvon’s legacy was the finding of Tutankhamun’s tomb and the knowledge that we have
gained from it. His wife Almina paid for the work on the tomb to be finished, later receiving £36, 000 from
the Egyptian authorities towards the cost. In order to pay inheritance taxes, the collection of Egyptian
artefacts owned by the 5™ Earl were sold to Edward Harkness who donated them to the Metropolitan
Museum.

The Countess has also written a book about Almina, the Earl’s wife and her work at Highclere.

We would like to thank Lady Carnarvon for a very engaging and fascinating talk, enjoyed by all those who
attended.

When the Countess left, Hilary treated members to a Tutankhamun quiz, with a fantastic prize of a signed
volume of the Earl and Pharoah book.

The picture here below left is a magic brick that was ‘placed in the tomb in front of the Anubis on a Chest’.
There were four of these bricks found in the tomb. Text written on this describes ‘Anubis as guardian of
burial and the dead, and as one who repels evil.” The inscription triggered general hysteria about the ‘Curse
of Tutankhamun’ after the death of Carnarvon. Description from the GEM.

i
Magic Brick from the M

tomb of Tutankhamun

!

Photograph
© Pippa Dell

Abd el-Rassul, the child who initially
found the stairway leading to
Tutankhamun’s tomb. He is pictured
here wearing the beautiful pectoral

Cartouche-shaped Box of Tutankhamun,
New Kingdom, on display at the GEM

12
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Travel review

Tutankhamun Exhibition, Dorchester
Nick Tomlinson

Having lived nearby for some years | thought it was about time | paid a visit to the Tutankhamun exhibition
in Dorchester. Housed in a deconsecrated church, the exhibition is a bit like stepping into a Tardis, there is a
lot of information in a very small place!

There are numerous displays, many with extensive blocks of text, from the background to Tutankhamun’s
life, including Akhenaten and the Amarna period, to the more immediate story of Tutankhamun’s life,
although, sadly, you are not allowed to take photographs in the exhibition. [All photos reproduced here are
the real thing, from the GEM, courtesy of Pippa Dell.]

There is a ‘crime scene’ area, very well laid out, with an accompanying audio-visual display exploring the
cause of Tutankhamun’s death. Was it murder, natural causes, infection or injury — spoiler alert, we can’t
be sure! While this part of the exhibition is, perhaps, aimed a little more at younger visitors, it was
nevertheless interesting and fun.

This crime scene includes one of several audio/visual displays, which are quite close together, and they are
loud enough that you can hear them overlapping sometimes, which was a little distracting. | was, however,
almost the only person in the exhibition, which may have made a difference. Perhaps the effect is less
when there is a crowd.

One of the most enthralling parts of the exhibition (for me) was a selection of Harry Burton pictures.
Howard Carter had hired Burton to photograph the tomb and its treasures as they were uncovered, and the
results are stunning. The display itself is a little low key, almost ‘off to one side’ of the main route, but the
black and white photographs are amazing, all the more so, perhaps, because they are black and white,
creating a fantastic atmosphere.

There is a catalogue of these prints on the Griffith Institute website, including a selection that have been
colourised. You can find out more here - http://www.griffith.ox.ac.uk/discoveringTut/

As well as displays, there is a reconstruction of Carter opening the tomb, followed by a recreation of the
antechamber complete with the treasures, as discovered by Carter. This is followed by a recreation of
Carter lifting the coffin from the sarcophagus. The lighting in these areas is a little dim, perhaps to reflect
how it might have appeared in the candle light of the explorers, before electric light was introduced, as the
serious work of cataloguing and emptying the tomb began.

Photographi@


http://www.griffith.ox.ac.uk/discoveringTut/

Another key feature, again, for me, was the final room, which contained replicas of a number of items from
Tutankhamun’s tomb, including two statues of him, one being the famous ‘harpooner’, showing him, on a
small raft, hunting hippos with a harpoon. There is a replica of the protective goddess Serkhet;
Tutankhamun’s golden knife; a figure of Anubis and, of course, Tutankhamun’s death mask and golden
throne. The latter includes, on the back rest, the tender scene of Tutankhamun sat on his throne while his
wife, Ankhesenamun, appears to anoint him.

As someone who is unlikely to ever get
out to Egypt to see the real thing, being
able to see these replicas was amazing.
While they might ‘only’ be replicas,
they were still beautiful and are as close
as | am going to get to the real thing.
Looking at them, the craftmanship was
very obvious and the hairs on the back
of my neck raised when | thought about
5 how long ago the real things were

The harpoafier and various, made and all that had passed since!
gold ﬁ_g_#;ines of Tutankhamun

P-f'ib'tograph © Pippa Dell

In my learning journey | have come across numerous discussions about who Tutankhamun’s parents were,
including several videos on YouTube by Dr Chris Naunton, where he discusses, amongst other things, the
DNA testing that took place a little over a decade ago. There is much discussion ongoing about this subject,
and this is, to a degree, reflected on the museum’s website, but | would have liked to see a little more of
that in the exhibition itself.

As well as the Tutankhamun exhibition,
L3 there is a mummy exhibition as well. It
is housed in a single room up a short
flight of steps (so may not be accessible
to everyone). This takes you through
the concepts of mummification,
touching on the whys and wherefores
and also has several replica mummies.
These include Seti |, Rameses Il and
Tuthmosis II. The exhibition also
includes a short audio-visual display,
featuring Bob Brier, with some excerpts
from The night of the Counting of the
Years, telling the story of the mummy
cache near Dier el-Bahri.

“Tutankhamun’s Dagger,

Photogra;;h ©.Pippa Dell

At £19, the exhibition is quite expensive to get in but, overall | really enjoyed the two hours | spent there. If,
like me, you are still quite new to the subject, | am sure you will find a lot to interest you. If, however, you
have been studying ancient Egypt for some time then | suspect you will not learn quite so much.
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Your SAES Committee

Committee meeting, Thursday 15" January 2026

Thank you to all those members and committee for continuing to review our talks for Hotep. This is much
appreciated and we welcome any volunteers for future talks.

Registrations for our upcoming Zoom meetings remain strong. However, we continue to face difficulties
with attendees who register but do not complete payment. In 2026, the Committee will need to take a
firmer approach: only those who have paid the required fee will be permitted to attend. To prevent
last-minute issues, a clear cut-off point will be introduced. From 2026 onwards, anyone who has not both
registered and paid by the day of the talk will not receive the joining instructions. The Committee agreed to
do some research into using Eventbrite or Ticketmaster to manage our registrations. There is only one
person who pays by cheque and special arrangements need to be made for cheque payers if an electronic
system is used.

The Committee discussed why registration links for our Zoom talks are not published on the website. There
are several considerations: registrations are sometimes shared, which risks our meetings becoming
oversubscribed and exceeding our Zoom capacity. Opening registration globally would also create a
significant additional workload for Annette and Emily. We must further ensure the safety and comfort of
our younger members, which becomes more challenging when unknown participants can join freely.

Hilary continues to expand the programme of Zoom lectures and has now secured speakers for November
and December 2026. Despite her efforts, a few potential clashes with TVAES events remain. She will keep
working to avoid scheduling conflicts wherever possible. Several speakers have chosen to donate their fees
to a range of Egyptology causes, and the Committee agreed that this is an excellent way to support the
wider field.

Pippa has approached Patryk Chudzik of the Polish Hatshepsut Mission for an interview for Hotep, and he
has kindly agreed. Look out for this in a forthcoming edition. The Committee also discussed inviting Patryk
to give a Zoom talk for the Society, potentially as a fundraiser in support of their work in Deir al-Bahari.

The Committee thanked Annette for her excellent work on the Calendar, which has been sent out to
members. A fantastic edition again — thanks Annette.

All the agreed donations from the AGM have been completed, including £1,000 to the Amarna Future Fund,
£100 to the Swansea Centre, and a donation to Paul Docherty.

Emily confirmed that the books from the old library are now gone. Thanks to Keith for setting this up and to
Emily for all her hard work in finding good homes for the books. With the lack of face-to-face meetings
since Covid, it meant that it had to be abolished.

Upcoming lectures

Saturday 21°t February 2026

‘The Ancient Egyptians: The World’s First Gardeners’ by Sarah Griffiths

The walled gardens of the ancient Egyptian elite were the earliest known domestic
gardens in the world: sanctuaries of flowers, shady trees and lily ponds where the
fortunate few could escape the desert heat, and the sounds and smells of the bustling
cities. Take a trip back in time to visit these beautiful landscapes through the painted
scenes in Egyptian tombs, and discover the plants and features that made up a typical
Egyptian garden, and the magic and symbolism of the garden in the afterlife.
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Saturday 7" March 2026 'Tutankhamun: Excavating the Archive’ by Daniela Rosenow
(this is the RESCHEDULED face to face meeting from October 2025 and will now be on Zoom).

In 1922, as Egypt became an independent nation, the tomb of Tutankhamun was
discovered, the first known intact royal burial from ancient Egypt. The excavation of the
small tomb by Howard Carter generated enormous media interest. Carter’s excavation
records, the photographs of Harry Burton, letters, plans, drawings and diaries, are
included in an archive presented to the Griffith Institute in Oxford. These historic
images and records present a first-hand account of the tomb’s discovery, the king’s
burial goods and the remarkable work of documenting and conserving them. The lecture draws on the
Tutankhamun archive materials which enable a nuanced and inclusive view of the complexities of the
ancient burial and the excavation, including often overlooked Egyptian members of the archaeological
team.

As always, full details of upcoming lectures will be emailed to members in advance, but for further
information, check your calendar or see the web site.

2026 SAES trip

Following on from Daniela’s talk, we are planning a trip to The Griffith Institute, probably in August 2026.
More details will follow when available.

Forthcoming articles

A bumper edition of Hotep is coming up in March:
e Judit Blair travel review of Qau el Kebir.
e Travel review of the Tutankhamun Galleries in the GEM by Pippa.
o Review of the Alexandra Hallmann’s talk on Sartorial Habits in the Late Period Egypt.
o Review of The World’s first Gardeners by Sarah Griffiths.
o Review of the Griffith Institute talk with Daniela Rosenow.
e Interview with Patryk Chudzik, Director of the Polish-Egyptian Archaeological and Conservation
Expedition to Deir el-Bahri, Deputy Director of the Polish Archaeological Expedition to North Asasif.

ltems for Hotep

We are always happy to receive your items of interest for inclusion in Hotep. If you could provide a review
of a talk, book or article, or even a picture or puzzle which you think might entertain our readers, please
contact us through the usual channels or contact Emily directly.

Special thanks must go to members who have diligently taken notes during our talks for reviews; to Nick
Tomlinson for his insights into the Dorchester exhibition, and of course, to my co-editor Pippa who comes
up with all the fantastic ideas and supplies many of the wonderful photos.

Articles sent by members make Hotep extra special. But we need more — so if anyone has been on a trip
lately, whether it be Egypt or somewhere with an Egyptological theme, do get in touch — we’d love to hear
from you.

Website: https://www.southamptonancientegyptsociety.co.uk/index.php

Facebook and Instagram: The Southampton Ancient Egypt Society, Email: saesinfo55@gmail.com

For payment or to check your membership or lecture payment status, please contact the Secretary on the
email address above.
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We hope you enjoyed doing the Christmas crossword, the solution is below. We didn’t get any entries to
win an SAES polo shirt — maybe next year when the crossword will be cryptic (courtesy of Pippa).

Across:

2.

~

21.
22.
23.

24,
27.
29.
32.
33.
35.

Interview in our newsletter was about the Temple Cats
of ... (6)

Husband of 10 down (3)

Place visited by 35 Across in Middle Egypt (6)

. What Ra and Horus have in common (3)
12.
13.
14.
15.
17.
18.
19.

God depicted as a dwarf (3)

Crown of Lower Egypt (3)

Place visited by 35 Across in Middle Egypt (5)
Newsletter Editor (4)

Great mother and queen of the Gods (3)

Game favoured by the ancient Egyptians (5)

One of the most important deities of the Early Dynastic
Period (5)

Goddess of women and motherhood (6)

‘The Red One’ (4)

One of the deified brothers worshipped as minor gods
south of Aswan and Lower Nubia (5)

Egyptian word for ‘to be at peace’ (5)

Worthington and Godenho (5)

Lord of Memphis (4)

Second ruler of the First Dynasty Hor-_ __ (3)

Tomb in Mo’alla, subject of talk on 18t January 2025 (8)
Secretary (5)

Down:

o »

10.
16.
20.

23.
24,
25.
26.

28.
30.
31.
34,

The first SAES trip in four years (9)

‘God’s Land’ (4)

SAES face to face venue (6)

Mortuary God (6)

Castle Museum in Wales and subject of talk by
Katharina Zinn (9)

Major deity, member of the Hermopolitan Ogdoad (4)
Place visited by 35 Across (6)

Wife of 6 Across (6)

Secretary (7)

He who records the verdict during the weighing of the
heart (5)

Newsletter Editor (5)

Chair person (6)

Ancient name of Luxor (6)

New book by Countess Carnarvon, The Earl and the ...
(7)

Personification of the primeval waters (3)

Life symbol (4)

Our website editor (5)

Nickname of Nebkheperure (3)
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Side view of Tutankhamun’s death mask.

The way in which this is displayed in the GEM is breathtaking — visitors walk in a spiral around the case,
getting closer and closer, for a truly memorable experience (and also to keep the queues moving!)

Photograph © Pippa Dell




